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specialists has done much to prevent Mr. Ruskin's argu-
ments from receiving the attention they deserve. But
the undue depreciation and the captious criticism in
which he sometimes indulged must not deter us from
recognising the acuteness of many of the points he
presses. The inherent difficulties which arise in every
department of social science from the complexity and
shifting character of its phenomena, the few opportuni-
ties of scientific experiment, the difficulties of securing
just and reliable terminology, attach, as we have seen,
in no ordinary measure to Commercial Economy; while
the conditions of its late and comparatively obscure
growth have prevented it from receiving an adequate
share of the attention of the keenest and most far-
sighted intelligences of our century. The result has
been a too facile establishment of dogmas enrolled in
specious phraseology and sustained by the authority of
a few able men who have been prematurely accredited
as the builders of a complete science of industry, whereas
they are only entitled to be regarded as pioneers groping
in the obscure beginnings of a science.

When a man with Mr. Ruskin's mental equipment
approached the-text-books of this commercial economy
he could hardly fail to detect considerable flaws. The
unconscious pressure of class interests and prejudices,
flowing often through honest and efficient channels, is
always operative in the intellectual world, framing hypo-
theses, moulding theories, driving home conclusions to
support the intellectual or material vested interests of
the educated classes. This is not the judgment of a
cynic. No one who faithfully follows out the progress
of any science, medicine, law, theology, philosophy,
geology, politics, can fail to see the innumerable subtleive of utility to man must shifte," To others*er
